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Recipes for Success in a Glaobal
Research Community
(October 8, 2013)

| am currently spending part of my sabbatical as a
Visiting Professor at VDEC in University of Tokyo.
| am delighted to write a short column for this news-
letter and share my thoughts on three topics that
would be of interest to young researchers. Prof. Krishnendu Chakrabarty

Dept. of Elect. & Comput. Eng.
Duke University

What are the Right Research Topics?

It is tempting to be opportunistic and target research topics that are in fashion, whe-
re there is a lot of Government funding, or where there are significant opportunities
for collaboration. Such opportunism helps a young researcher in many situations, but
the agility with which we change research focus or jump into new areas must be sus-
tained through a genuine appreciation of the area at an intellectual level. When we
choose a research topic, we have to ask ourselves whether we will be as excited by
this topic after 5+ years, whether our liking for it borders on the obsessive (obsession
is sometimes good for research!), and whether we can in reasonable time reach a su-
fficient level of excellence to compete successfully and be rated as among the very
best in the field.
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